Green Valley School, NW Oklahoma c. 1915…

Submitted by – Rod Murrow – Email: rod@murrow.com
[image: image1.jpg]


BACK ROW: Murial McCosker, Ray Cook, Ollie Martin, Winnie Harris, Ralph Keffer, Sam Riggs, Bill Cook, Howard Keffer, Harold Ewing, Bill Devinney. MIDDLE ROW: Josephine Harris, Helen Martin, Helen Jefferies, Vivian Jefferies, Beulah Keffer, Alta Mitchell. FRONT ROW: Glen Harris, Vern Keffer, Lewis Martin, Melvin Keffer, Leslie Keffer, Lee Harris, Jesse Jefferies, Harland Devinney.
[I have a photo of the old sod-house Green Valley school, with teacher "Dolly" Jordan and her students.  I will send it in a later email...I have the names of only a couple of the students].

I have been loaned a photo that belongs to Alberta Bliss, who lives on the land homesteaded by Charles C. and Sarah (Proffitt) Riggs at the opening of the Cherokee Strip.  The Riggs family donated a corner of their land for the construction of the sod-house school named Green Valley; Charles Riggs's sister, Mary Jane "Doll" Jordan, was a teacher at the school for several years.  Later, the school was moved across the road and this building was built.  I do not know the date of the photo, but Sam Riggs (center, rear) was born in 1902, so I assume the photo to be c. 1915 or so.  Sam graduated with the Carmen High School class of 1924 and the NSTC class of 1928.  Sam's first wife was my grandmother, Esther Fern (Sherrell) Riggs - her first husband was Bertsell Chester Riggs, who was killed in a construction accident while building a bridge about 9-10 miles north of Waynoka on highway 14.  At the time of his death in 1923, my mother was 11 months old.  After Fern's death, Sam married Ava Carter; his third wife is Oneita (McCarty) Crutchfield Riggs.  Until his death, and then her retirement, operated the Riggs Idea House, an advertising agency that is still located in Alva, OK.  Oneita is still living and is a resident of the Homestead retirement center in Alva.

The Green Valley Free Methodist Church is located approximately 8 miles west of Carmen on highway 45.  Until its destruction by a tornado a few years ago, the school building was still in use as a community center.  The community built a new center on the same site. 

